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Senator Eusebio Mujal, Francisco Aguirre; Suri Castillo, Psblo Balbuensa,
and other Comision Obrera Nacional (CON) leaders conferred with President
Carlos Prio Socarras and Minister of labor Butiari on the night of 21 March
1949. Buttori's statements, made to persnng in the Pslace waiting room
after this conference, implied that there had been a general agreement on
the legality of Aguirrs's actions and that the Confederaclon de Trebajadores
de Cuba {CTC) Sixth Congress would no doubt be successfully convoked for

27 April 1949, Buttari stated that Cemite Obrero Naclional Independiente
{CONI) could not expasct 50 per cent control of the CTC Executive Committee
but should accept proporitionate representation to the extent of lts actual
syndicate control.

CON is going ahead with 1ts congress preparations and syndicates are
pregenting their credentials. Aeccion Revolucionaria Guiteras (ARG), which
controls only 2 out of 26 federations {glass workers snd chemical workers, and
part of the woodworbers federation) nevertheless has more than 100 syndicates
spread cnt over the .sland.

CONI, on the contrary, will probably end up with only 2 syndicates under its
conirol-~telephone workers and electrical workers. Aguirre claims he could
take over the electrical workers from Cofino if he desired, but admits
Cofino’'s control over the tdlephone workers is complete, Cofinects alleged
control of 3 cther syndicates appears unsuvbstantiated. PFrancisco Aguirre
convernad the CTC Secretariat on the night of 22 March 1949 to make more
definite plans for the Congress.

Aguirre has prepared a denunciation of the Communist CTC which should be
publiciy released shortly.* He will charge that Pena (2) has no right to

use ihe CTC emblem, and (b) has no power to convoke & CTC Congress. Final
errangements to settle textlile employees! problems have further reduced

the possibility of serious labor trouble end as of noon 23 March 1949 it
eppears thet CON will successfully convene its labor congress and that

Cofino will not be able to obtain control of half the CTC Executive Committes
which be clalimed.

] Aocording to a Habana news broadcast on 31 March, Autentico
rapresentatives Aguirre, Surl Castillo, and Rodripo Lominchar asked the govern-
went to prohibit the holding of the Sixth Lsbor Congress of Lazaro Pena's
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supporters, scheduled for 7 April. These same representatives, on the
other hend, asked for guarentees for the National Labor Congress of the
official CTC which has been amnncunced for the end of April.
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